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Thank you Chairman Perry and distinguished members of the Advisory Panel for the opportunity to address you on the future of the Livermore VA.

I’m proud to be in this room today to share my thoughts on the VA’s plan for Livermore.  While I do not represent the facility in Congress, my constituents rely heavily on the services provided here, and I owe it to the veterans in my district to stick up for them during this process.

I have the utmost appreciation for everything veterans, my son included, have done for this Country and we owe them a debt of gratitude that can never be repaid.  That is why I serve on the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee, so that I can be at the table when decisions related to health care and disability for veterans are decided.

Veterans are the people who pulled us through two world wars and many other conflicts overseas.  They have protected this country from tyranny for centuries.  I believe that in both war and peace, we must show veterans the utmost respect.  

We now have a new generation of veterans that served when called upon.  My son Michael signed up for the military after September 11th and fought bravely in Afghanistan.  

Yesterday, I visited a wounded soldier from Morgan Hill at Walter Reed Army Medical Center who is in long-term recovery after suffering from severe injuries incurred in Iraq.  It is soldiers like the young man I met at Walter Reed who need our help now.  

We must show respect to veterans by providing them adequate services and benefits to the men and women who have served this country in uniform.  

We should be expanding, not cutting, veterans’ services, and I’m hopeful that the panel will ultimately agree with me.

As we look at future options for the use of Livermore, we must keep in mind that increasing numbers of veterans will be looking to the VA for care as overseas conflicts continue.  
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Expand treatment options for veterans in our region

Many of the soldiers returning from Iraq and Afghanistan are suffering from acute physical and mental conditions brought about by the tough conditions in the Middle East.

Livermore is in an ideal location to support soldiers returning to life at home.  This facility has stood the test of time and offers a welcome respite for men and women from the Tri-Valley area.

I strongly urge this panel to preserve the Livermore VA, and expand health care options for veterans in the region.  

Again, I thank you for affording me the opportunity to testify here today.  I look forward to working with everyone in the future. 
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